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PREFACE. 


NE Author has been requeſted by ma- 
1 ny of his Friends, eſpecially among 
the Clergy, to Re- publiſh his Letter to Mr. 
Chandler ; which has been Judged | to be a 
ſufficient Anſwer to what is Subſtantial in 
the Controverſy about Subſcription to. Expla- 
natory Articles of Religion; which Contro- 
verſy has been revived, in a Book intituled, 
The Confe effional : And, chat. the Argument for 
ſuck Subſcription contained in that Letter is 
clearly deciſive of the Queſtion concerning 
Subſcription ; ; this , is what he could truly 
ſay has been the Opinion of ſome whoſe 
Judgment cannot be ſlighted. 

And, indeed, it muſt be acknowledged, 
that the Argument does decide the Queſtion, 
if it ſhews, not only the Reaſonableneſs and 

a E xpediency, 
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Expediency, but, moreover, the Neceſſity of 
_ Subſcription : For by debating the Queſtion 

upon the foot of Neceſſity, the Controverſy 

is reluced to a narrow Compaſs; and the 

Proof of ſuch Neceſſity does at once Super- 

ſede, and put an end to, all Diſputes in re- 

gard to the Fitneſs of requiring Subſcription 
to Articles of Faith. 

In Compliance with the above-mentioned 
Requeſt, ſo far as the main Argument wi 
concerned in it, my Firſt Intention was, to 

| Publiſh the Argument alleged in the Letter 


to Prove the. Neceſſny of what is chiefly 
contended for againſt Mr. Chandler, and other 


Anti-ſubſcriptioniſts, and to Omit every Thing 
which is not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, Part of that 
Argument : But, upon caſting an Eye over 
the Letter, which has been dormant many 
Years; I found ſeveral Paſſages, in different 
Parts of it, which are immediately, and in- 
deed almoſt inſeparably, connected with the 
Queſtion itſelf ; as particularly in Pages 
35—40 : Where the Caſe of the Right 
to appoint Ceremonies in the Worſhip of 
God is treated of; a Right which is one 
Branch of the Authority of the Church, 
which requires Subſcription ; and the Exer- 

ciſe 
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Lale of this Right is, in ſome Reſpects, liable 
to the ſame Objections as thoſe which are 
uſually urged againſt Subſcription ; and, 
therefore, a Vindication of the One, is, i 
ſome meaſure, a Vindication of the Other 
alſo. Such Authority is properly an Eccle- 
fraſtical Power, though it be exerciſed by the 
Civil Magiſtrate, or has the ſanction of the 
Laws of the State. In Pages 40—44, the 
Reader will find ſeveral, and thoſe; it is 
hoped, Uſeful Diſtinctions, in regard to the 


Terms Right and Fuſlify, RET have been 
perpetually applied in a fallacious and delu- 


live Senſe in the Queſtion concerning the 
Being, or the Meaſure and Extent, of Church 
Authority, and of which the Author of the 
Confeſſional Himſelf, after the Example of 
his Forerunners i in the ſame Cauſe, has made 
a proper Uſe, as ſhall be ſhewn in due Place. 
In Pages 48 51, the Caſe of Ur riptural 


Expreſſions Is conſidered ; which Article is 
very material in the Debate about Subſerip- 

5 tion. There are, beſides, many Things in 
the Letter to Mr. Chandler, which may ſeem 
to have fo cloſe a Connection with, or at 
| leaſt to bear ſuch a Relation to, the Point 
a 2 of 
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of Subſcription to Explanatory Articles ut 
Religion, that they can bardly be omitted 
without Injury to the Queſtion. Upon theſe 
and other Accounts, I have thought proper 
to Re-publiſh my Letter to Mr. Chandler In- 
tire, and without any material Defalcation ; 
and the Deſire of ſome, who preferred in 
their Opinion my publiſhing the Whole 
Letter, inſtead of only Extracting from it | 
what is directly and immediately pertinent 
to the Argument; and, moreover, the Con- 
ſideration of the very favourable Reception 
' Which this Letter met with from the Public 
in its former Editions; may ſuffice for my 
Juſtification in ſo doing. 
Who the Author of the Confe ſional. * 
does not publicly appear. He chuſes, 
fee, to lie hid by not telling his name, = 
to whom he belongs : But if it will pro- 
voke him to come out fairly from his dark 
Receſs, and to ſhew his Face in open Day- 
light, I will ſpeak out boldly, and tell him 
plainly that there is no atlignable Reaſon for 
his Delite ſcence under the Cover of Anony- 
mous, which has not more of Prudence than 
of True Courage in it, Whoever he be, of 
this 
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this I am very certain, that he may not im- 
properly be called Diotrepbes. For, in the. 
firſt Place, he appears to be Unwzllng to re- 
ceive Us or our Doctrine, ſince he rejects that 
Authority in Matters of Religion which is 
derived from Chrift and his Apaſtles, by treat- 
ing it as the Invention and Impoſition of Men. 

In the next Place, he ſeems to be willing, 
very willing, to ſet up an Authority of bis. 
Own, to the Demolition of Creeds, and Ar- 
ticles and Confeſſions of Faith : For he who 
impugns and repreſents them as ſuch mighty. 
Evils as the Author of the Confeſſional does, 
cannot be ſuppoſed not to be very willing 
that they ſhould be removed, and that 
ſome Invention or other of his 8wn ſhould 
take place in their ſtead ; and thus He 
loves, like Diotrepbes, to have the Prebemi- 
nence. | 

Having paſſed theſe few Ceremonies, we 
now part; but ſhall meet again preſently.— 
I now turn myſelf to ſpeak a few words 
more in regard to the Re-publication of my 
Letter to Mr. Chandler on this Occaſion. 
And this may be very proper, before I pro- 
ceed any farther with this new Acquaintance, 


* in. 
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in order to diſpoſſeſs the minds of ſome 
Readers of a Prejudice, which may be in 
their thoughts, and take off from that Can- 
dour and Attention with which they might 
otherwiſe peruſe theſe Papers: And, beſides 
this, even Diotrephes Himſelf, ſo far from 
having juſt Cauſe' to be offended at my 
leaving him alone for a while, ſhall have 
ſome Reaſon to offer, if he can return a Ci- 
vility, 1 in Excuſe for my Digreſſon. 5 
If, then, any- one ſhould object that there 
is ſomething of Unfairneſs in Re publiſhing 
this Letter, now Mr. Chandler is dead, and 
cannot anſwer for himſelf; and alſo that there 
is too much of Aſperity in the Style and 
Manner of writing againſt him; to the 
former of theſe Cavils I ſhall reply by ob- 
ſerving, that the Letter was publiſhed more 
than NMoenty Years ago, and that Mr. Chand- 
ker did not only know of it, by hearing more 
about it, than what, as I have Reaſon to be- 
lieve, he liked to do; but, moreover, that 
He, the ſaid Mr. Chandler, did with his own. 
Eyes read the ſame; and that he did, for 
Reaſons perhaps Ze/# known to himſelf, de- 


cine to * giving any Anſwer to the 
| Letter 
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Letter. In ſhort, ſo far as I have ever heard 
of the Matter, if a Man may venture to tell 
the plain and artleſs Tale of Truth, there was 
one good Reaſon, among others, why he did not 
anſwer it; and that was—a Reaſon ſo very 
good, as to make all other Reaſons of Silence 
e'en good for nothing. And this wholly re- 
moves all Ground for Complaint of Unfair- 


neſs on my part, and all Room or Occaſion . 


for any By-ſtander to imagine that J am 
vainly putting on an Air of Triumph, or 
brandiſhing my Weapon now my Adverſary 
is dead. | 


But where, after all, is the mighty Iniquity- 


In writing againſt an Author, after he is dead ? 
much leſs in Re-publiſhing a Book which he 
had ſeen, and hadan Opportunity of anſ wering. 
Every Man, who writes about Points of Mo- 


ment, and ſuppoſes that what he writes will. 
deſerve Attention; ſuppoſes that his, Work. 


will live, and be read, after he is dead. The 
Good, or the Evil, which Men do by their 
Writings, lives after them. The Books 
which they leave behind them, remain liv- 
ing Sources of Truth or Error. Toland 


and Tinda] are doing Miſchief continually 


a 4 (if 
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(if their Works are ſtill extant) : Tilltſon, 


Sherlock, and other able Defenders of Reli 


gion, are conducting Souls to Heaven every 
Day. What, or where, then, is the Senſe of 
pretending, that an Error, eſpecially if it be 


a pernicious one, is not to be confuted, becauſe |, 
the Author of it is dead ? In a Word, if the 
falſe and dangerous Doctrines of a Writer 


are not to be confuted after he is dead, Why, 


then, does He teach or ſpeak of them after 
He is dead? But, though He be dead, by 


His Writings He yet ſpeakers, 


Though, then, Mr. Chandler be dead natu- 
rally, yet He is not dead in Controverſy. He 


ſtill lives and breathes, aye, and ſpeaks too, 


in the brave Diotrepbes, the Renowned 


Cham pion of modern Eraſtianiſm. 
Panthoides Eupborbus ERAT.— 


He is now alive again; and I, his 0 once An- 


tagoniſt, will, in a Polemical Capacity, and 
as a Defender of the Church of England, be 


alive again too: And the ſame Argument, 


which was unanſwerably ſtrong againſt Mr. 
Chandler, and concluſive then, will be alike 


concluſive againſt Him, however tranſmi- 
1855 1 : 


Cas 
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erated, or againſt any Champron (as he was 
pleaſed to ſtyle a Friend of mine) militant 1 in 
the ſame Cauſe u. / 
The Enemies to all Power and Authority, 
in the Church to require Subſcription to ex- 
planatory Articles of Faith, as well as thoſe. 
who are Adverſaries to the very Being 
of a Civil Eſtabliſhment of Religion, are, 
in the Opinion of their Followers, as well 
s in their own Conceit, mighty Men. 
It is not, however, in Argument that their 
Strength lies. Certain Words, the Shibbeleth of 
a Party, ſuch as Liberty, Conſeience, Fruth, 
Sincerity, and the like, properly applied, and 
thrown out at proper Times and Places, 
among the Multitude, he Many made up 
of many Minds; the ſuperticial Readers, and 
the ſimple-minded Hearers ; theſe work Won- 
ders, and, whatever Effect they may have up- 
on Others, make Serious Men, who foreſee and 
regard Conſequences, look very ſerious. Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Authority has many Oppoſers, 
and loud and perpetual is the Decla- 
mation againſt the Impoſition of Creeds, 
Articles, and Subſcriptions. This is the fa- 
fourite TY of ſome Men, their darling 
Theme; 
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Theme; and too many among the Credulo 
are, tis feared, captivated, and impoſed up- 
on by this Sort of Impofitien ; are deceived 
and deluded by the Hypocritical Infinuatiens 
of the Pretenders to Sincerity ; till they are 
at length led, by the Love of Truth and the 
Liberty of Conſcience, to ſhake off all the Re- 
ſtraints of Authority, both Human and Di- 
vine; and are driven, through the dreadful 
Apprehenſion of being impaſed upon by Ar- 
ticles of Faith, to Subſcribe, without Exami- 
nation, to every plauſible Plea that is offered 
againſt Creeds and Articles of Religion; and, 
at laſt, for Fear of being over-credulous, or 
fo unfaſhionable in an Infidel Age as to ber 
deve too Much, believe Nothing. 

Theſe Things are far from being Phan; 
toms of my own raiſing: A very ſenſible 
Writer was not miſtaken, when He ob- 
ſerved, as he did not long ſince, and 
that very publicly, that * there are recent 
« elaborate Writings which ſtrenuoully attack 
ce all outward Eſtabliſhments of Confeſſions 
* of Faith and Docrine—that, buſy is the 


« Spirit which ſtrives to lay level our ſacred; 


* Polity with Independency, and to degrade Fn 


aur 


„dor Faith to Arianiſm; and that, amidſt 
— a uncharitable Aſperſion on the Living, and 
d baſe trampling on the Aſhes of the vene- 
s WW cable Dead.” * This was ſpoken before 
;moſt reſpectable Auditory, as it is ſtyled in 
His excellent Diſcourſe with the greateſt 
ruth and Juſtice: And I dare ſay, that a 
Seminary of Learning, which, in Con- 
unction with Her renowned Siſter, can juſtly 
boaſt of, and glory in, Her ſteady and unſha- 
kent "idelity to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity; and, 
noreover, in Her perpetual Attachment to 
bund Principles of Religious Polity; is, and 
muſt be, ſenſible of the Truth of this me- 
incholy Obſervation. The Danger of the 
lurch might once be the Fear of Men, fear- 
me where no Fear was; but, if it be true, 
hat, when the Fortreſſes and Bulwarks of a 
church, (as its Creeds and Articles undoubt- 
dy are) be at any Time in Danger, it can- 
dat but be true, that That Church is, at ſuch 
ime, in Danger ; and, if ſo, there can be 


* A Sermon preached before the Univerfity of Ox- 
, on Ac-Sunday, July the gth, 1769, by Mar- 
my FRAMPTON, LL. D. 
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x. PREFACE. 
no good Reaſon for keeping the Thing a de 
cret, . or for ſaying, Tell it not in Gatb, pub. 
liſh it not in the Streets of Aſtelon.——Oy 
Enemies are numerous, and they are all of 
them of much the ſame Caſt and Diſpoſ 
tion; they all dance in the fame Chorus 


—ZAANHIAGY ET! XALTY eic N. 


And therefore ſome Oppoſition to this En 
mity againſt Our Zion, can by no Mean: 
be looked upon as unſeaſonable. 

As to any Cavil, which may be raiſe 
againſt ſome Sharpneſs in the Manner of m 
Writing againſt Mr. Chandler, I have a Par 
don to plead for it, from One, who, of alli 
Men, had a Right to grant it. Mr. Chand 
ler Himſelf wrote with Aſperity, and wi 
much Acrimony, againſt My Friend, befort 
ever I ſet Pen to Paper in this Controverſy 
that is, He wrote in that Manner againſt Op 
And ſurely, it can never be thought, that 
Perſon of Mr. Chandler's mild and moderat 
Diſpoſition and Temper, would diſallow an 
not pardon That in Another, which he alloy 
ed ſo freely in Himſelf, 


Befidet 
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Beſides, Mr. Chandler was a Veteran in 
ontroverſy, and by no means a Stranger to 
hoſe Arts by which it is uſually managed; as 
wo very eminent Divines, beſides my Friend, 
rho were ſingular Ornaments to that Church 
rhoſe Eſtabliſhment He diſliked, woefully ex- 
yerienced ; and, of Courſe, He muſt have 
known that Allowance is to be made for the 
emical, or Agoniſtical Style. It is obſerved 
Wy a celebrated Author, that Controverſialiſts 
re Gladiators in their Way; and though a 
Imart, yet gentle Touch may be of Uſe, 
dow and then, to whet up an Antagoniſt, 
rhen He ſeems to be a little dull, or back- 
mard, through Sloth or Timidity, yet Blood 
dught never to be drawn, through any Ill- 
Will; much leſs ought Diſputants to aſſault 
ich other with Malice prepenſe. A ſupra- 
rvent Zeal for an unbounded Latitude of 
Opinion in Religious Matters, and preter- 
at Magical Outcries againſt the fyrannous Im- 
potions of naughty Prieſtcraſt and unchri- 
an Authority, and an unwearied Oppoſition 
þ the unrelenting Spirit of dread Hierarchy, 
Wi: excuſed in Mr. Chandler; but it requires 
nothing 
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nothing leſs than a Charity which beareth of 
Things, believeth all Things, endureth | 


Things, to paſs over tamely His Repreſent 7 
tion of a Perſon as being of a bigotted Diſpq i c 
ſition, and a Temper tending towards a De of 
fire to perſecute thoſe who differed from Hi 0 
in Opinion, when the very Reverſe of MN 
this was really the 7. ruth, q 
The Gentleman, who had the Misfortu D 

to fall under Mr. Chandler's Diſpleaſure, 0 » 
writing a Defence of Subſcription, which MY... 
did in a Pamphlet. intituled, The Church 5 
England Vindicated, in requiring Subſcri 5 
tion from the Clergy to the XXXI 4 
Articles; which is One of the Pan 0 
phlets mentioned in the Title - Page of M | 
Letter to Mr. Chandler, was no other th; ? 
the Learned and Judicious Editor of Dr. Wi e 


terland s Poſthumous Sermons, in two Vi 
lumes, to which he prefixed a Jarge Pr 
face, highly worth the Peruſal of all wi 
are defirous of receiving Satisfaction, 
to the Matter therein diſcuſſed, which 
relative to the XXXIX Articles. Thoſe & 
mons were committed to his Care and N 

nagement, by the Doctor Himſelf, as W 
expecte 
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expected; and to my Knowledge, Dr. Na- 


W /cr/and entertained a very high Opinion of 


Him. This Gentleman diſtinguiſhed Him- 
ſelf when he was young at the Univerſity 


of Cambridge, in the Controverſy about Dr. 


Clarke's, or rather, indeed, Sir 1/aac Newton's 
Notions of Space and Time; which Contro- 
verſy was bn Foot ſoon after Dr. Clarke's 
Death. He alſo publiſhed ſome Pamphlets, 


and a few Sermons; but His chief Work 


was a Book intituled, The Athana/ian Creed, a 
Preſervative againſt Herefies. It was my Hap- 
pineſs to live many Years in the cloſeſt Inti- 
macy with this worthy Perſon; and though we 
differed in Opinion about ſeveral Things, ſtill 
the Friendſhip ſubſiſting between Us was at 
all Times invariably the ſame : Nor did He 
ever appear to regard one Opinion more than 
another, brit for the Sake of Truth ; His fin- 
cere and diligent Enquiries after which, were 
prematurely put an end tg, by the only Thing 
which could ſeparate or *. us, Death.— 
As for his Character and Worthineſs in all 
Relations — how ſhall I fpeak of him !—I 
ſeel my ſentiments of his Virtues and good 


Qualities 
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Qualities too ſtrong, too affecting, to attemp 
any Commendation ! 


Incorrupta Fides, nudaque Veritas, ob 
Quando ullum inveniet parem ! | ſor 

| | | 0 HE acc 
In ſhort, in his whole Life and Demeanour I 4, 
he was, ſo far as can be reaſonably expecediifſf y 
to be true of any Man, blameleſs : In hi n. 
Profeſſion, He was excellently qualified in T 
the proper Studies of it: As a Metaphyfician 
and Divine, (and True Metapbyſic is, as Dr. g. 
Waterland juſtly obſerves, True Divinity ) fl 7, 
ſay nothing of His other Accompliſhments 1. 
in the Literary Way, I find myſelf almoſt by 
tempted to ſay, He deſerved to be con-claſſed 7 
with no leſs a man than His learned Name- 2 
ſake; Him, I mean, who was Reclor of S. 
Fames's,—I could not forbear; had the F 
Thing been out of Seaſon, taking this Op- N 
portunity of doing ſome Juſtice to the Cha- « 
racter of my Fr. who was greatly miſre- 5 
preſented by Fe in this Contro- 5 
verſy. | 8 | fe dc 
It is with real Sincerity that I can 10 
ſay, it was not Prejudice, or any wrong _ 
Affection, which moved me to write againſt " 


Mr, 
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Mr. Chandler. This I mention, in order to 
obviate, or to remove, any Prejudice which 
ſome may poſſibly conceive againſt Me, on 
account of the Part which I have taken in 
the preſent Queſtion, My Temper and 
Wiſh 1s, to do Good to all Men, and to 
make, if poſſible, Friends of all Mankind. 
The great Thing with Me, in all diſputed, 
and in all diſputable Points, is always the 
me with Pilate's Queſtion, What is Tur 
ON Truth ? ——— The Love of Truth is al 
Thing, not only agreeable and delightful, 


ot but it is every Man's Duty. A Love of 1 
a Truth, attended with what is the natural 1 | 
g conſequence, the correſpondent effect, and 1 
b genuine Offspring of it, that is, a ſin- 9 
5 cere Search after it, and a Delight in the I 
g Contemplation of it, is neceſſarily an Object i 
f Approbation to that All- perfect Being who | 
5. b infinitely a Lover of, Truth. It is a Thing | 

which ought not to paſs, as it has uſually 3 

done, under the Notion of bare Speculation; | 


for it is, in ſome Senſe or ReſpeR, truly Pracli- 
ON cal and Moral in itſelf. It is Practical, as 
being an A#ton of the Mind, and an Appli- 
cation of the Powers and Faculties of 
it; and, as it is a right, fit, and reaſon- 
able Application of them to their pro- 

b Per- 


— 9 
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Pr 
per and great Object, it is certainly Mora an 
Virtue: Which is an obſervation highly per. fri 


tinent, now we are ſpeaking of Controver. V 
fy. —— Religious Liberty, and Freedom of In tt 
quiry, (a Liberty, which, I pray God, wil 7 
may always enjoy!) I eſteem and value, as A 
moſt deſireable and amiable Blefling: And I v 
abhor Perſecution, and every Kind of Rel. © 
gious, as well as of Civil Tyranny ; and Thi 

| 

( 


as heartily and unfeignedly, as ever did the bei 
and moſt zealous Friend to the Proteſtant 
Cauſe, or the moſt ſtrenuous Advocate for 
it againſt Popery, Perſecution 1 deteſt, 2 
being unnatural, abſurd, unreaſonable, and 
| unchriſtian : And, moreover, I condemn it 3s 
| being inconſiſtent and ineffectual, with reſped 
to the only End, which can, with the leaſt 
Pretence of good Purpoſe, be imagined for 
the Practice of it, the bringing Men to 
Truth); ſince the genuine and direct Tendency 
of it, is, not to proſelyte Men to Truth, but 
to confirm Them in their Error. The Com- 
pulſion of Perſecution may make Men Hy- 
4 pocrites, but it is the Force of Truth 
4 only, which can make them Converts, 
My own Heart aſſures Me, that I am ſo 
ſar removed from any Thing that is favour- 


able to Perſecution, either in Theory or in 
Practice, 
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Practice, that I do not ſo much as diſlike 
any Man, becauſe his Opinion is different 
from mine; and though, indeed, I could ne- 
ver ſee many Things in the ſame Light as 
that in which Mr. Chandler viewed them, 
yet far is it from Me to entertain any Prejudice 
againſt him, or to be willing to under-rate 
what he did well, — So far am I from being 
diſpoſed to depreciate his Writings, that I do 
readily admit and acknowledge, that, when- 
ſoever his Imagination, which was warm and 
lively, was not under the deluſive Influence 
of thoſe fearful Mormo's, and dire Chimæ- 
ra's of Prieſicraft, Impoſitions, Perſecutions, 
Nocturni Lemures, P ortentague Theſſala J) 
and other viſionary Terrors, where there was 
no real Danger, He was a reaſonable Man 
enough ; and that, by the Strength of good 
natural Parts, a diligent Application to the 
Study of the Holy Scriptures, and a compe- 
tent Share of Learning and Knowledge, His 


Writings againſt Infidelity have done conſi- 


derable Service to the Cauſe of Revealed Re- 
ligion, 

The Declaration of a Writer in Teſtimony 
of his own Sincerity, may be thought 


to be of little Account, becauſe whether 
b 2 he 
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he be really ſincere or not in that Decla. 
ration, may be ſtill the Queſtion. It is cer- 
tain, indeed, that the Sincerity or Inſinceri- 
ty of a Writer does not affect the Argument 
which he propoſes, when he is reaſoning, not 
from Matter of F:#, but from the Nature of 
' Things : However, it may be not amiſs for 
him to declare his Attachment to Truth, 
and to nothing but Truth, if it be only for 
the Sake of removing Prejudices, which lie 
againſt the Cauſe he eſpouſes; and (ſuch is 
the Infirmity of Human Nature!) will there- 
fore reach to and affect him, the Defender of 
it; and, of Courſe, be a Reaſon, why the Ar- 
gument, which he propoſes, will make the 
leſs Impreſſion upon the Minds of thoſe whom 
it 18 intended to convince or to confute. In 
order that an Argument may have its due 
Weight and Influence, and be heard with 
Attention and Regard, it is of great Uſe that | 
it appear in a proper Light, and be received : 
and conſidered with Impartiality and equitable i * 
Judgment. Upon this Account, it is expe- 
dient to endeavour to take off, as far as is poſ- 
ſible, the Prejudices which have been con- 

ceived againſt it, which are a great Cauſe of 
Inattention to it, of wrong Diſcernment, and 

erroneous 
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.rroneous Judgment: And perhaps it is not 
eaſy to name that Qucltion, the affirmative Side 
of which has higher Prejudices againſt it, or 
has been oppoſed with more paſſionate Zeal 
by the Enemies to ſound Doctrine, than that 
Side of the Queſtion which it is the Buſineſs 
of theſe Papers to defend. I have many Things 
to ſay, whereby it would appear how little 
Reaſon there is in Objections ariſing from 
thoſe Prejudices, and how much Reaſon 
there is for throwing aſide thoſe Preju- 
dices themſelves; and though they are fully 
anſwered and ſuperſeded in Point of Reaſon, 
by the Argument which proves the Necęſſity 
for Subſcription, yet perhaps they may be 
taken into Conſideration in ſome other Place. 
I ſhall drop that Matter at preſent, being un- 
willing to detain the Reader any longer from 
the Argument for Subſcription, by adding 
any Thing to what has been already offered 
in a Prefatory or Introductory Way, except 
it be a few Words as to the Occaſion of the 
preſent Nefence of Subſcription. 

The Controverſy about Subſcription was re- 
vived by the Confefſional.. Several Pieces have 
appeared on the contrary Side of the 
Queſtion, in Defence of Subſcription, and 
from able Hands. I have had no Leiſure 


or 
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or Opportunity to peruſe them, other wiſ⸗ 
it had certainly been my Choice to read 
them; and that not only for the Sake of many 
Things, which would have probably been of 
Uſe for my Inſtruction, but for the Honour 
J bear the learned and worthy Authors, 
However, an Inquiry into what they have 
written upon the Subject was not ab/oluteh 
neceſſary to my preſent Purpoſe, if Credit 
may be given to fome judicious Perſons of my 
Acquaintance. It is often ſeen, that different 
Writers on the fame Side of a Queſtion take 
different Ways, or purſue different Manners, 
of confuting a common Adverſary; one 
Man after this Manner, another Man after 
that Manner. My Deſign and Buſineſs is to 
put the Queſtion upon the Foot of the Neceſ- 
ty for Subſcription, and that in a Way 
which is ſtrictly and cloſely Argumentative, 
and in the plaineſt and moſt conciſe Manner, 
in which I am able to diſpute about it. — If 
it be aſked, (ſince the Confeſſional has been 
ſent abroad from the Preſs a conſiderable 
Time, and ſeveral Authors have appeared 
againſt it,) © Why do I publiſh ſo late in the 
« Controverſy ?” my Anſwer ſhall be, That it 
is more than I know that it is late in the Con- 


troverſy. On the other hand, it ſeems to me 
to 
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o be probable, that the Controverſy is not yet 
iſen to the higheſt Pitch of it. It is not 
ong ſince the Preſs was happily delivered of 
ome Propoſals for an Application to the 
onvocation— l miſtake—it was to the Par- 
jament, © for Relief in the Matter of Sub- 
* ſcription to the Liturgy and Thirty- Nine 
Articles of the Church of England, hum- 
bly ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the 
Learned and conſcientious Clergy of the ſaid 
Church:“ And printed Papers have been diſ- 
ributed, in great Plenty, in Fartherance of the 
reat and important Project of the Illuſtrious 
luthors of thoſe Propoſals; and that to Per- 
ns of high St-*!on and Authority: And the 
mfeffional itſelf has been re- printed, with 
nlwers, both in the Preface and the Mar- 
n of the Book, to Objections made againſt 
; from whence it may be concluded, that 
& Author did not think himſelf confuted, 
ut that he perſiſted, and was minded to go 
perſiſting, in that, which, when he has 
ly confuted what ſhall be produced againſt 
m, he ſhall have my Leave, to call Truth. 
nd, as to the Apologiſts for Subſcription, it 
n - W'y be ſaid, without any Detraction from the 
ne Farning and Abilities of thoſe who have al- 
to iy appeared in the Debate, that, by the 
vague, 
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very ſure, That to demonſtrate the Neceſiiy 


vague, plauſible, and fallacious Way of writing 
of the Author of the Confeſſional, fitted to de. 
ceive the Inattentive, and to confirm the pre. 
judiced Reader in his wrong Opinions, it i 
more than I am ſure of, that he has not {| 
cloathed Error with the Garb of Truth, 
but it may ſtill be Matter of Doubt 
with many, on which Side of the Debate 
the Advantage lies. Of this, however, I an 


of Subſcription to Explanatory Articles i 
Faith, is to decide the Queſtion, 
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pot Re 


Author of the CONFESSIONAL, 


. 


ea Letter written to Mr. Sa- 
j I nue Chandler, many Years ago, 


9592 
tien to Explanatory Articles of Faith; and I 
find, that you, in your Book intitled The 


Ceonfeſſimal, do deny, not only the Neceſſity, 
B but 


I propoſed an Argument to 
prove the Neceſſity of Subſcrip- 


13 
but even the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch Subſcrip- 
tion. This is a Fact which ought not, 
and which, it may be preſumed, will not, 
becauſe it cannot, conſiſtentlywith plain and 
evident Fact, be denied. That Letter is now 
re- publiſhed, for Reaſons which aPpear in the 
foregoing Preface ; to which may be add- 
ed, that, by the Re- publication of that Let- 
ter, both a Repetition of Words, and the 
making 6f References from one Letter to ano- 
ther, are avoidM. To do what is already 
done, is but needleſs and tedious Work; and, 
as I have a fit Weapon for my Purpoſe * 
dy in my Hands, there is no Occaſion for 
me to make, or to furbiſh another. — There 
is no real Impropriety in the Application 
of what was originally written to one Per— 
ſon, eſpecially if it be Matter of Argu- 
ment, to another, who is under the ſame 
Circumſtances with the former, as main- 
taining the ſame Opinions or Principles. 
However, if you entertain any Doubt con- 
cerning the Propriety of ſuch Application, 
or think that the Letter can concern Mr. 
Cbandler only, the thort Anſwer to you ſhall 
be, in the Words of Nathan to David, Tnov 

ART THE MAN. 


Before 


EST 
Before I make the intended Application of 
my Argument in Form, there are ſome 
Things which are neceſſary to be ſpoken to 
in a preliminary Way ; and which, for the 
Sake of. doing Juſtice to the Cauſe I 
have the Honour to eſpouſe, ſhall not be 
omitted. 

It is, and muſt needs be, a great Obſtruc- 
tion to forming a right Judgment of the 
Force of Reaſoning in any Caſe, to intermix 
with it Suggeſtions, or Inſinuations, which 
tend to create Prejudices in the Minds of 
Readers. A remarkable Inſtance to this Pur- 
poſe, is, that Inſinuation, which is fo often 
to be met with in your Performance, that 
Pleading in behalf of Creeds and Articles, 
has no unfavourable Aſpect upon the Cauſe 
of Popery. For this Reaſon, I (hall take par- 
ticular Notice of this Piece of Unfairneſs in 
your Manner of repreſenting Things, and 
hope that what ſhall be offered will be of 
Ute in removing Prejudices, to the End that 
ſome Readers may be the more able to exer- 
ciſe a free and impartial Judgment in the 
preſent Queſtion. The very Name of Popery | 
is odious, and that by no Means without 
Cauſe, in the Ears of Proteſtants; and ther 
| B 2 is 
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is nothing which is more likely to diſpuſt 
and miſlead the unwary Proteſtant Reader 
into a Prejudice againſt any Argument, than 
the pretending that it is friendly to Popery, 
But, if we lay afide Prejudices, and conſider 
the Matter with equal and impartial Judg- 
ment, we ſhall ſee clearly that this Suggeſtion 
is groundleſs. 

The Senſe ef Preteſtants concerning the 
Matter of Creeds and Articles, or the Judg- 
ment of All Proteſtant Churches, early and 
late, as to the Reaſonableneſs and Expediency 
of what is contended for in theſe Papers, is 
fully declared by their ſeveral Practices ; and 
a Verdict in favour of it, is far from being the 
Senſe or Judgment of the Church of England 
only. Proteſtants at Home, whom the Diffe- 
rences of religious Sentiments about particular 
Doctrines have divided and ſorted into various 
Denominations of Chriſtians, are much of the 
ſame Mind in general, as to the Reaſenableneſs 
at leaſt, if not the Neceſſity of ſome Explanation 
or Declaration of their Faith ; and, that Pro- 
teſtants abroad have approved Creeds and 
Confeſſions, there is abundant Witneſs, We 
have heard of Creeds and Confeſſions in great 
Plenty among them; as—the Bohemian ot 
MWaldenſian Conſeſſion the Saxon Confeſſion 

— the 
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the Virtemberg Confeflion— the French 
Church's Confeſſion the Belgic Confeſſion— 
the Helvetic Confeſſion the Palatine Con- 
feſſion the Lithuanian, or Poliſh Confeſſion; 
—ſo that foreign Proteſtants alſo are juſtly 
chargeable with the Guilt, if there be any, 
of eſtabliſhing Confeſſions or Creeds, as well 
as the Church of England. This ſufficiently 
evidences, that the Practice, of which we are 
ſpeaking, is not a Popiſb Practice; but that, 
on the contrary, it is a thing agreeable to, 
and approved by, the Senſe and Judgment of 
the Proteſtant World ; and, moreover, proves, 
that it is very unfair to object to thoſe who 
write in Vindication of the Practice of the 
Church of England herein, as if they agreed 
with the Church of Rome, in maintaining an 
| unlawful Practice, and, in ſo doing, mini- 
ſtred Strength to the Cauſe of Popery. Se- 
c-mdly, This Charge or Suſpicion againſt the 
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| Defenders of the Church of England, will ap- 
E pear to be the more unreaſonable and abſurd, 
i when it is conſidered, that ſeveral of the Ar- 
a ticles of our Church are full and expreſs, and 
; directly levelled againſt Popery. Thirdly, 
l It the whole Syſtem of Popery were totally 
: aboliſhed, ſtill there would remain a Neceſ- 
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ſity for Creeds and Articles in the Church of 
England, and among other Proteſtants alſo, Es 
as Guards and Fences againſt divers Heretics, th: 
Hereſes, and falſe Dofrines, Creeds and Vi 
Articles are Guards and Fortreſſes of the Cr 
Church of England, againſt ALL her Ene- [v. 


mies; and conſequently it cannot be juſtly gu 
objected, that the Means of defending Our- in 
ſelves againſt falſe Doctrines among Ourſelves, Cl 
which means are altogether unconnected be 
with, and abſolutely independeut of, Popery, T 
are—(Rijum teneatis ? )J—a Poj1ſh Practice. at 
| Fourthly, and Laſtly, There were Creeds and & 
Confeſſions long before Popery came into ci 
| Peing, even in the firſt Days of Chriſtianity, H 
which ſhews what was the Judgment of Chri- m 


ſtians, even in the earlieſt Ages, in regard to 
the Reaſonableneſs and Utility of the Thing 
itſelf.— Creeds, it is true, were originally 
deſigned for the Uſe of Catechumens: This 
was the original Uſe of them, in the primi- 
tive Age, though Dr. Vaterland has aſſert- 
ed, that Creeds were, at firſt, chiefly con- 
a trived as Te//s againſt Hereſies, and to guard 
te he Eſſenlials of Faith *.” It is true, 
that the moſt ancient Creeds did contain the 


* Remarks upon Dr. Clarke's Expofition of the Church- 
Catechiſm, p. 34. 
ESSENTIALS 
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ESSENTIALS OF FAITH ; but it is not true, 


that they were, at fir/t, contrived with this 
View. This was not the % Intention of 


Creeds. The Deſign of Creeds, originally, 
was not to be Teſts againſt Hereſies, or to 
guard the Eſſentials of Faith ; but to ſet forth, 
in a ſummary Way, the Fundamentals of the 
Chriſtian Religion ; and therefore, it is not to 
be wondered at, that, in the moſt ancient 
Times, before dangerous Hereſies, ſtriking 
at the very Root of Chriſtianity, ſprang up, 
Creeds were very ſhort, and of great Simpli- 
city. But, in After-times, in proportion as 


Hereſies increaſed and multiplied, and {till 
more dangerous heretical Opinions and Doc- 
trines than the former, were invented and 


propagated, Creeds were lengthened, and 


fraught with a greater Particularity of Expli- 
cation. To expreſs this Matter in the Words 


of a great Man — © Not long after the 


— 


Apoſtles Days, and even in the Apoſtolic | 
Age itſelf, ſeveral Hereſies ſprung up in 


* the Church, ſubverſive of the Fundamentals 
* of Chriſtianity z; to prevent the malignant 
Effects whereof, and to hinder ſuch Here- 
* tics from an undiſcernible mixing them- 
** ſelves with the Orthodox Chriſtians, as 
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« alſo to eſtabliſh and ſtrengthen the true 
«© Believers in the neceſſary Truths of the 
« Chriſtian Religion, the Chriſtian Verities 
_ © oppoſite to thoſe Hereſies, were inſerted 
„ in the Creed; and, together with -thoſe 
* other Articles, which had without any In- 
< termiſſion been conſtantly uſed from the 
Time of the Apoſtles, were propoſed to the 
« Afﬀent and Belief of all Perſons who came 
© to be baptized: the Governors of the Church, 
« judging this a prudent and an effeQtual 
« Courſe, to preſerve the Fundamentals of 
« Religion from being undermined and over- 
« thrown by cunning and ſubtle Heretics ; 
*« which is the ſecond Way by which the 
“Creed was compoſed, viz. the Doctors and 
* Governors of the Church did add unto 
© thoſe of the Apoſtles, other Articles, in 
* Oppoſition to groſs and fundamental Here- 
« fies and Errors, as they appeared and grew 
«ap. And the ſame Author, after ha- 
ving cited Ryffinus, in Teftimony of the 
Truth of what he had offered, adds, But 
ce there is no need of any further Teſtimonies 
* to prove this Point at preſent, ſeeing a 
e great Part of the enſuing Treatiſe will be 
© an abundant Confirmation thereof.” To 


which 


E 
which he ſubjoins, © I would not be here 


„„ miſtaken; as if I did mean that none of 


« thoſe Articles, which were introduced into 
« the Creed, and ſettled there, in Oppoſition 
© to Herefies, were ever uſed before, or de- 
© manded at Baptiſm by the Adminiſtrer 
e thereof; but my Meaning is, chat every 
Church being at Liberty to expreſs the 


cc fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith 


ce in that Way and Manner which the {aw fir, 


* pro re nata, or as Occaſion offered; it is 


e not improbable, but that, before damnable 
“ Hereſies ſprung up, they might not always 
ce to a Tittle follow the ſame Form of Words, 
« nor exactly aſk the ſame Queſtions *. 
Biſhop Bull, among others, has ſhewn, that 
there were Creeds of public Uſe and Noto- 
riety, in both the Eaſtern and the Metern 
Churches, before the Council of Nice; and 
he gives this Reaſon with Reſpect to the 
former, that they were wretchedly infeſted 
with Here/.es +. Thoſe ancient Creeds, it is 

true, 


v King's Hiftory of the Apoſtle's Creed, with critical 
Obſervations, &©c. C. xi. p. 38, 39, 40. 4th Eait. 


+ Non eſt dubitandum quin Ecelę Orientales, AN TR 
* Synodum Nicanum, Symbolum ſuum habuerint, ſeu mawvis 


„ Symbola 
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true, were not always of the ſame Length, 


without Addition or Interſertion of certain 
particular Truths or Circumſtantials, as Oc- 
caſion required; but they were Creeds, which 
is enough for my Purpoſe, And even that 
very Creed of which we have been diſcour- 
fing, commonly called the Apoſtles Creed, 
which was, in Truth, no other than the 
Roman Creed, the Creed of that particular 


Church, was originally without ſeveral Ar- 


ticles which were afterwards put into it. 


This Creed was originally ſhort, compara- 
tively ſpeaking; and it was contrived to be 


ſo, for the Sake of a more caſy and ready 


Repetition required at Baptiſm, and that it 


might be the more deeply imprinted in the 


Memory. The old Reman, which has paſſ- 


ed under the Title of The Apo/iles Creed, was 


never brought into the Form in which it 


«© Symbela ſua.—De Romana quidem Eccle/ia, quam ſecutæ 
s ſunt fere cæteræ Occidentales, expreſſa ſunt Verba, a V/ 


«« fo citata, Vigilii, Lib. vi. de Eutyche. 3 


Imò hiſce Ecclefiis, multd magis neceſſarium fuit, ejuſ- 
% modi Symbolum, quam Eceleſiæ Fomanz, ob Cauſam 
quam ſupra ex Ryffino Attuli, qudd ſcilicet illz in pri- 


** mis Sæculis miſeiè fuerint vexatæ ab Hæreticis; qui 


* Remance Eccleſi e nullam Moleſtiam crearunt.” 57%. Bull's 
Judicium Eccleſ. Catbeſ. Cap, vi. Set. 2, 


now 


3 


fol 
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now appears, until ſome what later than the 


Year; 600 before chat Time it was only as 
follows : 


I Believe in God, the Forbes A 
mighty ; and in Jeſus Chriſt, His 
only begotten Son, our Lord, who 
| was born of the Holy Ghoſt and the 
Virgin Mary, and was crucified un- 
der PonTius PiLaTr, and was bu- 
ried, and the third Day roſe again 
from the Dead, aſcended into Hea- 
ven, fitteth at the right Hand of 
God the Father, whence he fhall come 
to judge the Quick and the Dead; 
and in the Holy Ghoſt, the Holy 
Church, the Remiſſion of Sins, and 
the Reſurrectiom of the Fleſh. Amen.“ 


In few Words: As Hereſies increaſed from 
the primitive Times, there was more Occa- 
fion proportionably, that Creeds ſhould be 
lnger, and more explicit and particular 
(ſymbsla latiora atqu? explicatiora, as Biſhop 


* Bingham's Antiquities, Book x. Chap. 6. 
Bull 
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Bull expreſſes it) either as to fundamental, 
or to eſſential, or even to neceſſary Doc- 
trines ; and the Thing which made the Atba. 
naſian Creed, as it is called, ſo lang, expreſs, 
and explicit, as it is, was the Uſe and Neceſ- 
ſity of ſuch a Creed, to oppoſe, and bear 
Teſtimony againſt Cerinthians, Arians, Sa. 
bellians, Macedontans, Apollinarians, Nefls- 
rians, Eutychians and all other Anti-Trin- 
tarian Hereſies. And, in general, Creeds, 
Articles, and Confeſſions of Faith, have been 
Guards, Fences, and Fortreſſes of the Church, 
in all Ages, againſt the manifold Attacks of 
Her Heretical Enemies :—— And this, as may 
be obſerved by the Way, affords an eaſy 
Account, why all the Friends of Hereſy, of 
any Sect or Denomination, ſhould be, as 
they are, Enemies to Creeds and Articles: 
They are therefore againſt Creeds and Ar- 
ticles, becauſe Creeds and Articles are again} 

them. Os 
Whenever, therefore, any Perſon is dil- 
poſed to fay, or think, that the Practice of 
the Church of England, in framing Creed 
and Articles, copies the Practice of the 
Church of Rome, or reſembles the Papal Au- 
thority, let him correct the Error, by reflet- 
ing, 


( ag :) 


ing, that this Practice is much more ancient 
than Popery ; and that the thing is not a Po- 


piſh, but a Primitive Practice, being con- 
formable to the Practice and Example of the 
Church of Chriſi, even in the earlieſt and 
pureſt Ages. 

It is not expected, that any 1 
drawn from the Wiſdom of Antiquity, or the 
Authority of the Practice of any Church or 
Churches, ſhould have much Weight with 
you, Diotrephes ! Not with you, certainly, 
who have ſo openly, and ſo freely declared 
againſt the united Sentiments of the brighteſt 
Lights of Antiquity, and the authoritative 
Example of their Practice, for the Preſerva- 
tion and Security of the true Faith, againſt 
Herefies ; and therefore the more proper and 


eligible Method of debating the Point in Que- 


ſtion with you, is to argue from the Nature 


and Reaſon of the Thing itſelſ, rather than to at- 
tempt your Conviction by any Argumentdrawn 
from human Authority, or an Appeal to the 
Senſe and Judgment of wiſe and good Men, or 
the Practice of Antiquity, or of any Churches, 
It may not, however, be uſeleſs, and it can- 
not be amiſs, to endeavour to take off thoſe 
Prejudices, 


( 14 ) 
Prejudices, which may, and probably have 
ariſen in the Minds of many of your Readers, 
from your falſe and injurious Repreſentation 
of the Advocates for Subſcription, as being 
Defenders of the Church of England upon 
Principles which are maintained by, or Practi- 
ces in Uſe amongſt, our Popiſb Adverſaries, 
and applied by them in ſupport of their Er- 
rors: And becauſe you are often aiming at 
Miſchief, by employing the Terms Peopery or 
Popiſh, where you want unfairly to diſcard, 
what you cannot fairly confute ; I defire that 
the following Queſtion may be duly conſi- 
dered, J/ho they are, whoſe Way of Think- 
ing and Arguing about Subſcription to Creeds 
and Articles of Religion, favours, or tends to 
be of Advantage to the Cauſe of Popery : 
They who contend for ſuch Subſcription, or they 
who are deſirous of ſetting it aſide, and plead 
for a Repeal of the Law by which it is eſta- 
bliſhed, and are doing what lies in their Power 
towards a total Nullification of it? They who 
contend for the Uſe and Expediency of what 
are the moſt effectual, and perhaps the only 
Means of preventing Separations and Divi- 
fans among, Proteſtants, or They who are for 


rejecting 
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rejecting thoſe Means, and thereby opening 
a Door to all Manner of Diviſions, Diſtur- 
bances, Animeſities, and all their concomitant 
and conſequent Evils ? — That Diviſions natu- 
rally tend to the Subverſion, Diſſolution, De- 
ſtruction of all Government, and of all Socie- 
ty, and Peace, and Order, and Well-being 
of Mankind, is a Truth in Reaſen, taught 
by Experience, and confirmed by the Autbo- 
rity of a Law-giver of unerring Wiſdom, A 
City, or an Houje, divided againſt itſelf, 
cannot ſtand. And I muſt confeis, that, were 
Jof the Romiſp Communion, and thought 
myſelf bound in Conſcience to do what- 


ever lay in my Power to compaſs the Ruin 


of the Proteſtant Cauſe, there is ſcarce any 
one Scheme, among all the cunningly-deviſed 
Machinations, and artſul Contrivancesof the 
Spirit of Popery againſt Proteſtantiſm, which 
I would adopt, as more likely to be ſucceſs- 
ful and effectual to that Purpoſe, than the 
cauſing and promoting of Diſſeutioms and Di- 
diſous among Proteſtants; who, when divi- 
ded and ſeparated among themſelves, will 
caſily fall a Prey into the Hands of the Ene- 
my. Nor is there, in my Apprehenſion, a 

leaſt; 
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leaſt, any one Topic, with which Papiſſe, 
and thoſe of the Romiſb Communion, affect 
to inſult Proteſtants with greater Plauſibility 
of Argument, than that of the manifold reli- 
gious Differences and Diviſions among them; 
which, they tell us, are the natural and una- 
voidable Conſequences of our Separating our- 
felves from that Church, which, according 
to them, is the Centre of Unity, the alone 
Pillar (as they perverſely miſunderſtand that 
Text, which relates not to the Chriſtian 
Church, but to the Perſon of Timothy), and 


Ground of the Truth, 
The Intention of theſe Obſervations upon 


the Diviſions of Proteſtants is to ſhew, that 
they furniſh our Adverſaries of Rome with 
plauſible and miſchievous Arguments againſt 
us; and, conſequently, that whatever Scheme 
or Project tends to multiply or to create Di- 
viſion amongſt us is a Scheme or Project, 
which is advantageous to the Cauſe of Po- 
pery,——Of your Sincerity in the Part 
which you have taken, in oppoſing what 
the Church of England has, as I take 
Leave to ſay, very wiſely eſtabliſhed, I 
judge not. But of this Fact, I am very 

| certain, 
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ceptible to the Eyes of many competent Olliſer vers, that 
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certain, that, whatever any Man's real Deſigu 
may be, the attempting to throw down tae 
Bulwarks of the Church of England, and, in 


ſo doing, to leave her expoled and defence- 


leſs againſt the Attacks and Inroads of Po- 
pery, is to give Advantage to the Enemy, and 
to do Service to the Cauſe of Popery, 

Learn, Sir, to be more ſparing of your Cen- 
ſures of ſome of the moſt able Defenders of 


the Proteſtant Cauſe, and of the Church of 
England herſelf, as contending for the Eſta- 
bliſhment or the Practice of any Thing that 
looks favourably towards Popery x. In few 


Words, 


„ Thoſe old Worthies, who predided the Return of 
« Popery, in Conſequence of the Return of Arminiani/m, 
« were not ſo widely miſtaken, as to the Event, as may be 
imagined. They had good Reaſon to expect it, from 
« the whole Conduct of Laup and his Fellows. And 
„though theſe were ſcaſonably ſtopped in their Career, 
„their Principles have been eſpouſed and purſued by their 
« Succeſſors, in ſuch Sort, as to give more than a ſuſpicion 
eto ſome competent Obſervers, that the Church of England 
« has been, and is, though by Degrees imperceprible to wul- 
gar Eyes, edging back once more towards Pepery.” Con- 
326. 34 Edit But it is very per- 


Arianiſm, Deiſm, and religious Licention/ne/s in Theory, 
as well as in Practice, are tending to lead us to, or threa- 
1 ten 


Bs. 20 

Words, what Church is it which owes you 
Thanks for your zealous Endeavours again 
Proteſtant Creeds and Articles; or to whoſe 
Judgment ſhall this Matter be referred. 
Did I believe that you were acting under a 
certain Diſguiſe, as ſome who have argued 
againſt the Rights of the Church of England 
much after your Manner, have done before 
you, I might, perhaps, not e to ſay, 
without Ceremony, 


Referes ergo Hxc, et Nuncius ibis, 
Pelidæ Genitori : ILLI mea triſtia Facta, 
Degeneremque Neoptolemum, NARRARE ME- 
MEN To. 


Go, tell His HoLiness, that you have been 
endeavouring to remove thoſe Articles of Re- 


ligion, which have been preſumptuouſly ſet 
up as Guards and Fences againſt His Autho- 


rity, and that your Adverſary is ſo degene- 
rate in the Way which He calls HEREsY, as to 
defend and maintain them. 


ten us with, the Return of Popery.—lt is remarked by the 
judicious Dr. Vaterland, that Ariani/m is but the Dupe 
% to Deiſm, as Deiſm is to Pepery. Remarks en Dr. Clarke's 


E xpoſition of the Church Catechi/m, 
But 
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But it is not, I ſay, expected, that Argu- 
ments drawn from the Wiſdom of Antiquity, 
or from the Judgment and Practice of the 
Church of England, or of any Proteſtant 


Churches, whatever Weight they may have 


with /eſs we derable * Perſons than yourſelf, 
ſhould 


% Tudicium Fcclgſi ? Chriſti univerſalis, omnium Tem- 

e porum reverebuntur certè pi et ſobrii omnes. 59 Bui 
Judicium Eccigſ. Cathel. Premonit. ad Lectorem. 

„ Though I think it the moſt evident of all controverted 

„Points, and indeed the ſole Foundation of the Proteſtant 


Religion, that the Scripture is the aubole and only Rule of 


„% Truth in Matters of Divine Revelation; and that all ne- 


A ceſſary and important Doctrines therein contained, may 


be well and ſufficiently underſtood, by carefully comp.- 
ring together the ſeveral Texts that relate to ſuch Doc- 
« trines : yet, as it is neceſſary, in order to ſuch a comparing 
*« of Texts, that a Man underſtand the Language wherein 
« the Texts were written (or elſe that he be well aſſured 
© of the Fidelity of the Tranſlation, concerning which 


Matter I ſhall have Occaſion preſently to add ſomething 


&« farther ;"—{[In p. 37. this Author takes Notice, “ that 
the Truth and Goodneſs of any Tr. aſlation is made known 
*© to thoſe who uſe it, not by the Authority of their parti- 
„ cular Teachers, but by its baving been examined and 
„ compared by Men of different Opinions, whoſe Intereſt bas 
engaged them to diſcover Faults where there are any; by 
„which Means, a Tranſlation, in a free Country, cannot 
„ but be, in the main, agreeable to the Original.” ] - und 
* as, in order to his rightly underſtanding the particular 
| 2 1 * Phraſes 
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ſhould be of much Moment with you, whoſe 
Superiority ranks you ſo much above them, 


— What 


« Phraſes and Idioms of that Language, it is very adviſe. 
« able, that he conſult the Commentaies of learned Di- 
vines, and conſider the Reaſons they offer for and againſt 
« ſuch and ſuch Renderings of particular Phraſes: So, con- 
„ cerning the Ancient FaTatrs likewiſe, I agree it 
« to be extremely adviſeable, that as many as have Abili- 
ce ties, ſhould conſult them alſo, and take in all the Aſſiſ. 
„ tance they can from their Writings, by learning from 
te them e ancient Uſe of Phraſes in the Language t!ey wrote 
« in, by finding the Opinions that prevailed in the Jeveral Times 
* and Churches wherein they lived and by confidering cære- 
&« fully the Reaſoas they allige, wwly particular Texts were, in 
« their Days, under/tzed in ſuch ana ſuch particular Senſes.” 
— Dr Claries Letter to Dr. Wells, in Anſwer to his Re- 
"marl:s, &c. p. 22, 23. He adds, 1 own, „But now all 
* this is not (in Propriety of Speech) aſeribing any Authority 
* to them.” But then this Author, in the very next Words, 
obſerves, that There is, indeed, a Senſe of the Word, Au- 
'« horitr, in which it may rightly !e ſaid, that the priri- 
&« tive Writcrs are of great Authority ;'* - and that, as great 
« Learning, fo great Antiquity alſo carries with it, in this 
„ Senſe, a Sort of Authority : Not a Power of obliging any 
« Man to give his Aſſent 7mplicitly; but only a Power of 
&© / far influencing a Man's Opinion, as the Author's SU. 
<6 in his own and the Scripiure Language, and his butter Knows 
« ledge of the Fats which ha>pened near his own Time, com- 
& pared with what has at the ſame Time ben /aid by o:her © 
« Writers, who hal the ſum? vantage, out to have its 


„j, Weight, amang other Corfedcrations, in determining the 
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—What is the Authority of Fathers, or Doc- 
tors, or Councils, or Synods, or Churches, 
when oppoſed to your Judgment, exalted, as 
you are, above them all, by a Pre-eminence, 
to which, ſince you yourſelf are the Builder 
of the Fabric, you have an indubitable Right! 
And therefore, methinks, there was but little 
Occaſion for you to deſcend ſo low, as to have 
Recourſe to that mean Piece of Artifice, of 
depreſſing others, in order to raiſe yourſelf: 
But the more you labour to bring down your 
Superiours, the lower, in the Opinion of all 
equitable and impartial Judges, will you your- 
ſelf fall.-—You have already dropped into 
low Company, ſuch as the ever-infamous 
Author of The Rights of the Chriſtian Church, 
and his Footman and Mimic The Independent 
Whig, and the whole Tribe of Freethinkers, 
falſely ſo called, being in Truth no other 
than Bigots to No - Religion; and that 
unchriſtian and irrelig ious Fraternity, who 


* Fudement of a reaſonable and unprejudiced Man." Tbid. 
p. 24. —— But is not the Authority, which Dr. Clare here 
allows to the antient Writers, that very Authority which is 
meant by all reaſonable Perſons, when they ſpeak of the Au 
thority of Antiquiry? And why this is not Authority in 
ProeRIETY of Speech, no Reaſon can be given. 

| ſtand 
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ſtand in Battle - array againſt the Church 
of England, under the deſpicable Enſigns of 
hat I care not to repeat, —and who, 
whenever the Mob are to be raiſed to their 
Aſfiſtance, and an Odium to be thrown on 
the Chriſtian Miniſtry, never fail to trumpet 
forth the alarming Sounds, Prieftcraft ! Per. 
fecution ! and, more loudly till, Popery ! 
Popery - In Page 3 17, you have, thro' the 
Fervency of your Zeal, grown quite eloquent, 
in Spite of Genius; and your poignant Rhe- 
toric is marvellouſly diſplayed in the following 
Figure—* Who expelled Mr. Mhbiſton? The 
« Churchmen of Cambridge. Who attempt- 
0 ed to proſcribe Dr. Clarke ? The Church- 
©« men of the Lower Houſe of Convocation, 
« Who took Council againſt the Biſhop of 
« Clogher ? The great Churchmen of Ireland. 
Who proſecuted Dr. Carter in the Eccle- 
e fiaſtical Court? &c. p. 399. Qurs Legem 
tulit? Rullus, Quis majorem Partem Populi 
Suffragiis privavit ? Rullus. Quis Comitiis 
prafuit ? Rullus. To your Piece of Ora- 
tory, I ſhall oppoſe the following, which 
has at leaſt as much Eloquence, and a great 
deal more Senſe in it. Vo were the great 


Inſtruments 


C03 3 

Inſtruments, under Providence, in bringing 

about the Reformation? The Clergy. Who 

have been the moſt able Defenders of the 

Proteſtant Religion againſt Popery ? The 

Clergy. Who have been the longeſt Afer- 

er- tors of Chriſtian Liberty, againſt the gyranni- 

cal Claims and Pretenfions of the Popiſh Hie- 
rarchy? The Clergy.— J could go on, 
without knowing where to ſtop, in exempli- 
fying the Advantages and Bleflings which 
have been derived to this Proteſtant Country, 
through this Order of Men; but there is as 
little Occaſion for me to dwell upon this To- 
pic, when the Point is, to conſider what is 
right or wrong as to the Matter of Subſcrip- 
| tion, as there is for you to ſpeak of ſeveral 
eminent Defenders of the Church of Eng- 
land, in ſuch a Manner as ſtrongly tends to 
depreciate their Characters, and to prejudice 
Readers of the lower Rank at leaſt againſt the 
ſacred Order itſelf.” 

Conſidering the Profaneneſs, as well as the 
Licentiouſneſs, of an Infidel Age, (an Age, in 
which it is the Faſhion to treat Things Sa- 
cred and Holy with Contempt or Indif- 
ference) what Wonder, if an Order of Men, 


moſt highly uſeful to the Cauſe of God and 
Religion, 
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Religion, ſhould meet with ſome Reproach 
from the Unholy and Profane ! or that In. 
fidel Tongues and Pens, which are cruci- 
fying the Son of Goa, the Author and Finiſher 
of our Faith, afreſh, and putting Him to an 
open Shame; what Wonder, if Such ſhould 
employ their wretched Endeavours, to make 
His Miniſters a Scorn and Derifion to them 
ho are round about us, a Bye-word among the 
Heathen, a Shaking of the Head among the 
People ! What Wonder, if ſuch Malignants, 
and they who are in Confederacy with them, 
ſhould pour forth ſome of their Venom againſt 


the Sacred Order of the Chriſtian Miniſtry! 
an Order and Character! which 
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At To, Romane! 
Non Hæc in Fœdera jungs. 


And now, having done with Preliminaries, 
I 2m prepared for an Encounter, What I 
affirm, then, is This, That there is a Ne- 
ceſfity fer Explanatory Articles of Faith, and 
for Subſcription to thoſe Articles, as a Quali- 
ficaticn fer an Admiſſion to the Ofee of the 
Cbriſtian Mimftry, And the Proof of this 
Propolition . is contained in the following 
Letter 
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Letter to Mr. Chandler. His Scheme was 
that of Subſcription to a Scripture Creed, or 
a Creed compoſed of the Words of Scripture 
mly, without any Explanation. Now, it 
muſt be obſerved, ' that the Argument uſed 
in that Letter, in Proof of the Neceſſity for 
Explanatory Articles, and for Subſcription, 
s a Qualification, or, to ſpeak more pro- 
' WH pcrly, as a Teſt of the Qualification, for the 
being admitted to the Office of the Mi- 
niſtry, is alike applicable to, and concludes 
» MW vith equal force againſt, any other Scheme 
of Subſcriptian, which ſets aſide the Neceſ- 
ſity of Explanation of the Words of Scrip- 
ture, however different the Form or Manner 
of ſuch Subſcription may be—ſuch as—The 
Scriptures are the Word of God, — or this, The 
Scriptures contain All Things Neceſſary to 
Salvation—or thus, I promiſe to teach No- 
thing but what ſhall appear to Me, after pro- 
fer Means of Information uſed, in the Search 
after Truth, to be the True Senſe and Meaning 
of the Holy Scripture—or any of the like Sorts 
of General Declaration of Belief, witheut any 
Explanation of it. The Inſufficiency of All 
Thele, and of All Such-like Sorts of Subſcrip- 
ion; to anſwer the True End and Defign 
D- of 
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of Subſcription, and the Intent of the Church 
of England, in requiring it of thoſe who are 
Candidates for the Office of the Miniſtry ; is 
conſidered in that Letter: with what Strength 
of Reaſoning the judicious Reader will de. 
termine. And, certainly, if the Argument 
for Explanatory Articles be concluſive againſt 
Mr, Chandler, who does allow, and even 
contend for, Subſcription to ſeme Creed, a 
Creed properly ſuch, a certain Number of 
Propoſitions (made up of the very Words of 
Scripture) put together and forming a Creed, 
a Creed in Form, or a Formulary ; the ſame 
Argument for Explanatory Articles muſt hold 
more ſtrongly, if poſſible, againſt any-one 
who oppoſes and denies the Necęſſity, or the 
Reaſenableneſs, or the Expediency, of any 
Creed; that is, any Subject of Aſſent, which 
Can with Propriety, according to the Uſage 
and Rule of Language, be called a Creed: 
And, therefore, the Argument, which was 
uſed againſt Mr. Chandler, is applicable, with 
at leaſt an equal Fitneſs and Suitablencls, 
to the Author of The Confeſſional. 

The Argument, therefore, which is con- 
tained in the Letter to Mr. Chandler, here- 
unto annexed; and (as I do not ſee any Im- 


propriety 
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propriety in the Application) I will add, 

whatever in that Letter may be fitly ap- 
plied, in Anſwer to any material Poſition, 

Aſertion, or Concluſion, which is to be 
found in the Confeſſional ; or the Whole 
Letter, throwing aſide thoſe Particulars, or 
Circumſtantials, which concerned Mr, Chand- 
er, and Him only, or which relate to any- 
thing for which that Author alone was ac- 
countable ; in-a Word, this Argument, with 
of M all the Reaſoning which has been employed 
＋ in the Illuftration, Progf, and Defenſe of it, 
ne is now directed and applied to You, Dio- 
d trepbes ! And your Buſineſs, Sir, if you think 
e WM fit to make your Appearance in Anſwer to 
he what is applied to you, will be, not to 
7 declame about I know not what Evils and 
h Inconventences attending the requiring of Sub- 
ze ſcription; or give Hard Words, which, at 
„ beſt, are but 8% Arguments ; or to ſpeak of 
Things which you diſapprove, or of Perſons 
whom you diſlike, in a contemptuous Man- 
ner, as is your Way in the Confeſſional; or 
to ramble into foreign Countries, as your 
Maſter, Mr. Chandler, whoſe Follower you 
are, did before you, for ſomething to ſay for 
Himſelf; and whoſe Exampie you imitate, 
when 
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when you run to Rome and to Portugal, to 
pick up what you can find agaiaſt Civil 
Eſtabliſhments of Religion, which, after all, is 
Nothing to the Purpoſe, in regard to the | 
Truth of the Argument in Debate, or to the 
Reaſonableneſs, or Unreaſonableneſs, of the 
Church of England in requiring Subſcrip- 
tion (and it is but arguing from the Abuſes of | 
Subſcription againſt the Right Uſe of it; | 
which is juſt as impertinent and illogical, as 

it would be, to argue from Mr. Hobbs's ab- 
turd M:ſapplication of Mathematical Prin- 
ciples againſt the Truth of Newton's Prin- 
cipia) ; your Buſineſs, Sir, is to Reaſon, and 
to keep cloſe to Point of Argument ; either, 
therefore, ſhew ſomething wrong in Pre- 
miſes, or falſe in Concluſion, in the Argument 
for Explanatory Articles of Faith, which is 
contained in the Letter to Mr. Chandler ; or 
confeſs, as it becomes a fair and ingenuous 


Confeſſionalift to do, That you give up the 
| Queſtion. 4 OC 58 


